
Welcome to the fourth edition of the N5 Westport to Turlough Road Project Newsletter. This 

publication provides an insight into the progress of works currently underway on this major 

scheme.  Our last newsletter was issued in June 2021 and good progress has been made on 

the project in the interim.
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Our project website, n5w2t.com and our newsletters 

will keep you informed of progress on the works. 

These will inform you of upcoming elements of 

the project and where these will likely impact the 

general public. We are committed to constructing 

the works with the minimum disruption to the public 

and to road users and to contributing to the Irish 

economy through job creation and endeavouring 

to source materials and subcontractors through 

the local supply chains where possible.

A year out from substantial completion and the N5 

Westport to Turlough Road Project is beginning to 

resemble a dual carriageway. Currently every corner of 

the project is a hive of activity as we strive to deliver this 

critical piece of infrastructure for the people of the West. 

WBJV have successfully completed works on the Windsor 

Rd Bridge which is now open to the public.

With works progressing on the remaining structures, it 

is anticipated that 85% of bridge construction will be 

completed by the end of 2021. The N84 (Ballinrobe Rd) 

and the L1704 (Belcarra Rd) bridges will be open in time 

for Christmas, albeit still subject to some traffic control 

measures

Thanks to the endeavours of the structures and earthworks 

crews, it is now possible for our construction crews to drive 

from Turlough to Lodge Rd in Westport without having to 

venture onto the existing N5 road.

With structure works ebbing towards the finish line, focus 

has shifted to drainage works and road capping. Drainage 

& Utility crews are progressing well in each section of the 

project to add a further layer of complexity to the project. 

The paving contractor is becoming a more permanent 

fixture on the project with each passing day and come 

2022 their works will become the focus of attention.

Despite the obstacles posed by COVID-19 and the 

contrasting Mayo landscape, a great deal of work has been 

achieved since the project has begun.

The WBJV held a colouring 

competition in June for both St Paul’s 

National School, Islandeady, and St 

Joseph’s National School, Derrywash.

There was one winner picked out 

from each class between 1st class and 

6th class, each winner received a €50 

one4all voucher. Congratulations to all the winners.
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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER

Belcarra Rd Overbridge

Islandeady Rd 

Overbridge Knockranny Roundabout

St Paul’s ,Islandeady

Merry Christmas & a Peaceful & Happy New Year

St Joseph’s, Derrywash



• An application has been made to 
Mayo County Council to extend 
the Derradda Road closure until 
the end of March 2022.

• TM will be set up on the N5 at 
Windsor in a series of phases 
to facilitate the construction 
of the new roundabout. 

• TM will be set up on the N5 at 
Knockranny in a series of phases 
to facilitate the construction 
of the new roundabout. 

• TM will be set up on the N5 at 
Derrylea (Pheasanthill) in a series of 
phases to facilitate the construction 
of the new roundabout.

•  The 60kph Roadworks Speed 
Limit Order has been extended 
for another year at the locations 
where the works interact with 
the existing road network

• An application has been made to 
Mayo County Council for the next 
phase of the works to the Islandeady 
Road. It will be put into operation 
after the Christmas break when the 
existing junction of the Islandeady 
Road with the N5 will be closed. 
Traffic will be diverted via the existing 
and new Islandeady Cemetery Roads

• The next phases of traffic 
management on the N59 will 
be operational to facilitate the 
on-line construction works.

• A temporary closure to through traffic 
will be in place on the Horsepark 
Road from the 24th of November.

• TM will be set up on the N59 
at Deerpark to construct the 
realignment of the N59 into the 
new roundabout at Attireesh

N84 Overbridge

Earthworks: Huge progress has been 

made on the earthworks phase of 

the project. A large fleet of over 150 

items of plant have been operating 

productively to achieve our programme 

for the works. Cut 12, the largest 

source of suitable fill material on the 

project, has been rapidly depleting 

as Wills Bros two CAT 374 excavators 

continue to eat through the ground.

This cut is now at 95% complete, with 

the target being to achieve completion 

before the winter weather makes the 

placing of class 2 material more difficult. 

The filling operation has been completed 

from the east tie-in at Windsor, to the 

Islandeady Cemetery Road and only a 

couple of weeks work will see all filling 

complete up to the Drumneen Road.

The opening of the two rail bridge 

structures has allowed for the fleet of 

40–45T articulated dumpers to carry 

out haulage of site won engineering 

grade aggregates internally within the 

site for distances of up to 8km. This 

has facilitated the rapid progress of 

the capping completion phase of the 

earthworks which is a direct successor to 

the filling operations and has significantly 

reduced the anticipated number of road 

haulage lorries using the public roads.

For perspective, the inspection, testing 

and approval of the sub formation 

typically involves upwards of 9000m2 

being passed off daily. Subject to 

ongoing formation inspection and 

concrete channel installation, subbase 

will commence imminently.

Finishing works are being completed 

throughout the project in cuts and 

fill areas as the works goes on to 

ensure the areas are complete in 

single visits. The shaping of cut slopes 

and embankment slopes are being 

completed using GPS controlled 

plant, as is the placement of topsoil.

The use of the GPS controlled plant 

ensures compliance with the design and 

the sign off these areas much quicker. 

Rocks cuts are also progressing at a 

significant rate. Rock blasting along 

the mainline is nearing completion. 

Rock breaking is continuing in shallow 

rock areas and along rock batters. 

Rock processing is ongoing with 6F2 

production continuing at a high rate. 

The site production of Cl. 804 and Cl. 

808 subbase material has also been 

completed and stockpiled in advance of 

the subbase operation commencing.

The excavation of Black Lough (6-

8m deep soft ground area consisting 

of submerged peat) has been fully 

completed and the construction of 

a steepened embankment in this 

area will commence imminently. 

This was one of the project’s key 

challenges and by all accounts one 

of the project’s key successes.

Bridge Structures: The N84 Ballinrobe 

Road Overbridge is completed along 

with the associated embankments and 

approach roads, traffic will be travelling 

over this bridge in early December 2021. 

The new Windsor Road Overbridge was 

opened to traffic in September 2021

The Islandeady Road Overbridge 

is substantially completed.

Belcarra Road Overbridge completed 

with a view to have traffic running 

over it before Christmas 2021, 

albeit it will still be subject to some 

temporary traffic control measures.

The N60 Breaffy Road Overbridge is 90% 

complete, with a view to putting traffic 

over the bridge in mid-January 2022. 

Both railway bridges at Shanvally and 

Derrylea are substantially complete. 

All remaining overbridges are 

currently in construction.

Underground Structures: To date there 

is approximately 95% of all underground 

structures installed between under 

bridges and pipe and box culverts.

Section A - Attireesh 

to Knockranny

Bulk earthworks excavation taking 

place at the back of Allergan (AbbVie) 

campus, steepened embankment 

formation. Piled embankment 

works on going at Attireesh.

Section B - Knockranny to Derrylea

Mainline works will consist of 

placing capping on mainline, 

topsoiling batters, levelling, 

and reinstating tip areas.

It is planned to progress with 

the Derradda Road Overbridge 

to get the get the deck poured 

and completed and with the 

continuation of both Sheeaun and 

Drumneen Road Overbridges.

It is anticipated to have all 

drainage completed in this 

section in Spring of 2022.

UP COMING PROGRAM

Below is a summary of expected 
works over the coming months.

December 2021 – January 2022

• Drainage works between 
Islandeady and Cogaula, and 
Attireesh to Barley Hill

• Noise and Vibration Monitoring

• Structures 

• Accommodation Works, 
Stonewall construction

• Blasting and rock breaking at 
Breaffy Rd, Horsepark Road Pond

• Pavement Works

February 2021 – April 2022

• February - April 2022  

• Construction of Access 
Tracks for Landowners

• Blasting and rock breaking at 
Breaffy Rd, Horsepark Road Pond

• Pavement works

• Structures

• Accommodation Works 

PROGRESS TO DATE

UPCOMING TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT (TM)

The maps of the sections described above can be found on our website  
n5w2t.com

Section C - Derrylea to Windsor

The mainline works will keep progressing 

with the drilling, blasting and production 

of rock material from the pond areas 

and connector roads near the Breaffy 

Road Overbridge. Drainage works will 

continue between the Horsepark Road 

and the railway line. On the structures, 

the Breaffy Road Overbridge will be 

completed in early January 2022. The 

next structures to be progressed is the 

Horsepark Road and Keelogues Road 

Overbridges. Placing of pavement base 

course will be commence in early January.

Section D - Conrea to Attireesh

Bulk earthworks will continue at Barleyhill, 

with the cut and fill operation on the 

south side of Barleyhill on going. The 

section of new road at the northern 

end of the N59 will be open to traffic 

in early December. In Attireesh the 

formation of the new roundabout will 

be constructed along with all associated 

drainage and service diversions.


